
Press Release for the Second Yearly Meeting of MEET 
May 17-20, 2007, Schwanberg, Germany

Sown ... and grown!
MEET (More Ecumenical Empowerment Together) – a young, up and coming ecumenical group – 
gathers for the second time from around Germany.

May 17-20,  twenty  young  people  came together  in  the  Geistliches  Zentrum Schwanberg,  near 
Würzburg in Southern Germany.  The focus of their meeting was to both communicate ecumenical 
experiences among one another and search for the ways forward into the future of ecumenism.
This gathering led to the formation of a more concrete identity of MEET through the completion of 
an “identity paper”; along with this, the Coordination Team was elected:  Lioba Diez,  Christina 
Biere, Rona Röthig, and Charlotte Eisenberg.

After the ninth Assembly of the World Council of Churches (WCC) in Porto Alegre, Lioba Diez 
and Christina Biere took the initiative to begin a young German ecumenical group.  The purpose of 
this  group  was  to  improve  the  communication  between  existing  ecumenical  communities,  and 
individuals, and to better articulate and work for ecumenism.  The response to Diez and Biere's 
vision was very positive leading to the first meeting which took place in the summer of 2006 at the 
Ev.  Akademie  Hofgeismar.   At  this  gathering,  the  group  found  the  name  “MEET”:  More 
Ecumenical Empowerment Together.  It was decided that MEET would come together yearly, and 
in the in between times to stay in contact through both regional groups and the Internet (www.meet-
junge-oekumene.de).

In the end of May, MEET gathered for its second time.  Guest speakers were invited to share on 
ecumenical issues:  Dr. Daniel Munteanu, representative of ecumenical matters for the Rumänisch-
Orthodoxe Metropolie Nürnberg, spoke about the Orthodox vision for ecumenism in a pluralistic 
society.  He showed how the doctrine of the Trinity can be a concrete model for ecumenism.  In so 
doing  he  argued  that  the  dynamic  relationship  between  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  – 
specifically,  their  withdrawing  and  shared  releasing  of  one  another  –  displays  a  model  of 
ecumenism.  Prof. Dr. Franz Segbers, distinguished professor for social ethics at the University of 
Marburg,  Germany,  spoke  about  “Just  Globalization  by  a  Resisting  Welfare  State”.   Segbers 
pointed out that controversial local issues of social interest (e.g. ), can actually be explained as 
forms of resistance to the logic of profit.  He therefore stimulated a discussion about the importance 
of  political  engagement  in  the  ecumenical  movement.   Daniela  Kästle  from  the  Institut  für 
ökumenische Forschung of the  Katholisch-Theologische Fakultät der Universität Tübingen  spoke 
about “Ecumenism of Life – a New Paradigm?”.  She analyzed a speech by Kardinal Kasper which 
was given at the Catholic Day at Ulm, Germany, 2004.  This speech was titled “Ecumenism of life: 
a Theological Foundation”.  Kästle showed how Kasper's argument is criticized as a flight from, 
and deflection of, concrete challenges to the Roman Catholic Church.  She also showed how this 
same argument – not denying the legitimate critique – can be understood to be an enlightening and 
helpful movement forward.  Gottlob and Susanne Hess, and Coris Tattertshofer, shared about their 
experiences in the Ökumenisches Lebenszentrum Ottmaring, Ottmaring, Germany.  This is a place 
where people live together who have similar lifestyles of religious practice although belonging to 
different denominations.

The  participants  came  with  different  motivations  to  the  meeting.   Andrea  Weiss  encountered 
ecumenism in Taizé and had a desire to further investigate these formative experiences. Christina 
Biere, a delegate in the Central Committee of the WCC, wanted to have a close relationship with 
the emerging youth structures in the WCC.  For Rona Röthig the continuation of the Conciliar 
Process played a central role in her motivation to come.  (The Conciliar Process, first originated in 
the WCC, is  a term which describes  the gathering emphases of peace,  justice,  and integrity of 
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creation.)

It is the hope that all of these different aspects of ecumenism complement one another in MEET. 
This desire for working together also follows from the identity paper that was created at the meeting 
(which includes roles and responsibilities for operations).  This paper spells out MEET's identity as 
“a Germany wide network of young people, who wish to live out their faith in ecumenism”.  MEET 
is  open  for people from all  Christian traditions;  it  wishes to make information and news about 
ecumenism available especially for young people.  MEET sees itself as a “forum which critically 
accompanies the churches in ecumenical issues”.  The “discussion about the unity of the Church” 
and the engagement for “justice, peace, and integrity of creation” are especially emphasized. 

In Schwanberg the shared and celebrated prayers proved to play an important role.  The network 
sees  the  Christian  faith,  although coming from different  traditions,  as  the  binding-together  and 
carrying strength for its work.  The participants also agree that ecumenism is not simply an addition 
to what it means to be Christian, or to be a church, but that ecumenism is essential to both of these 
definitions.  

MEET seeks to have contact with all Christian youth organizations in Germany.  It also wishes to 
work  with  the  Arbeitsgemeinschaft  Christlicher  Kirchen (ACK)  and  international  ecumenical 
organizations.

Following the calling from the WCC for a “decade to overcome violence” MEET wants to work on 
the theme of “just peace”. This plan is in conjunction with the  International  Ecumenical  Peace 
Convocation (IEPC) which is planned for 2011.  For this purpose MEET began a working group.

On the 31st Protestant German Church Day, in Cologne MEET representatives can be found in the 
Europe-hall with a kiosk for the ecumenical “Respect-campaign”.

Lena Neupert


