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Justice and peace – evangelical values and signs of the Kingdom 

 

The new ecumenical paradigm launched at Busan has brought about re-

newed enthusiasm and new ecumenical initiatives, and many churches 

and individual Christians from all over the world have expressed a wish to 

embark on the “pilgrimage of justice and peace”. The programmatic work 

of the WCC and implicitly that of ecumenical formation in Bossey have 

been carefully planned to fit in and address the expectations and vision of 

the new paradigm. 

 

Yet, despite attempts to clarify the content and meaning of the” pilgrim-

age” some questions still remain and further explanations appear to be 

needed. 

 

If the pilgrimage is the new overarching paradigm of our time what has 

happened with the initial vision and goal of the Ecumenical Movement, 

namely that of “Christian unity”? Why have “justice and peace” been sin-

gled out as values for the pilgrimage and what has happened to the other 

values that have had a more profound theological significance? 

 

From the perspective of ecumenical formation and how it is structured 

and oriented at the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, two issues have 

helped towards the integration and overall orientation of ecumenical 

teaching:  

 

The new paradigm came out of the historical concern for and commit-

ment to visible unity of Christians and leads towards the same vision and 

goal that God has for the world: the unity of all. For this reason, the con-

cern for justice and peace and for the common journey on the pilgrimage 

with all those who share these values cannot be separated from but kept 

together with the concerns for unity; The values of justice and peace are 

not only political or social values as some may be tempted to consider 

them, but come from the very heart of the Gospel and have a strong the-

ological significance as signs and values of the Kingdom (Romans 14: 17; 

Matthew 6: 33; Philippians 3: 9; 2 Corinthians 5: 21; Galatians 5: 22 

etc). 

 

The new paradigm launched in Busan is expected to keep in focus the 

endeavours of the Ecumenical Movement until the next Assembly. And in 

our time, Christ’s work of unity and reconciliation that he entrusted to his 

followers (2 Corinthians 5: 18-20) in order to bring about justice and 

peace is urgently needed everywhere. 

 

With time, as we open ourselves to the surprises of the Spirit, other val-

ues may be singled out as vital necessities to be insisted upon by the 

time the next WCC Assembly takes place. 
 

Prof. Fr. Dr. Ioan Sauca 

Director of the Institute 
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Another generation of students graduated towards the end of autumn semester on 28 January 2015: 13 gradu-
ates for the Complementary Certificate of Ecumenical Studies and 12 for the Certificate of Advanced Studies 
(CAS) of Ecumenical Studies. They gathered for a group photo just as a rainbow appeared above the lawns of 
the Château de Bossey. Beyond Boundaries wishes all the best for their future hoping that the studies will be of 

Photo: Luc Hegetschweiler 

Graduation January 2015 

Visit of a delegation of 
the Evangelical Luther-
an Church in America 
(ELCA) with its presid-

ing bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton (middle in red) at 
Bossey, February 2015. 
On the photograph to-
gether with Ioan Sauca 
and Hielke Wolters from 
the WCC 

Photo: Dagmar Heller 
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Understanding justice and 

peace as Christian pilgrims  
 
As the World Council of Churches (WCC) promotes the 
vision of a “pilgrimage of justice and peace”, four stu-

dents from the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Swit-
zerland, share their understanding of justice and 

peace and how they embarked on a pilgrimage of their 
own.  
 
Justice and peace is the commitment to construct and 

create new possibilities for life, says Nestor Gomez 
Morales, who worships at a congregation of the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Denver, United 
States. It entails not only hope for all living creatures, 
he explains, but a promise to work for the dignity and 
human rights of those who are suffering. 
 

Nestor, originally from Colombia, relates injustice to 
his fight for the dignity and rights of undocumented 
immigrants. Growing up in the violence of a narcotics 
trafficking city where civilians were routinely killed in 
cross-fire made him sensitive to suffering and oppres-

sion. 
 

When he moved to the US, he responded to God’s call 
to support his own community, knowing that, in the 
words of German Reformed theologian Jürgen Molt-
mann, “where there is no justice, there can be no se-
cure peace.”  
 

“Who has not dreamed of living in a better world in 
which the queen would be peace and the king would 
be justice?” asks Morales. 
 
After a month at Bossey, Morales decided to start his 
own pilgrimage. “I think the most difficult pilgrimage 
is the inner journey. That is, self-awareness, the 

awareness of my own prejudices and stereotypes that 

can contribute to an unjust world.” 

Love of God 
 
Yulia Kotlyar’s quest for justice and peace is a re-
sponse to the love of God. The whole of creation is 

the work of God, with the Trinity symbolizing per-
fect harmony and union. Creation originally repre-
sented this harmony, but the fall brought about 
disharmony. In the Russian Orthodox Church, 
overcoming sin, injustice and violence starts from 
baptism and remains throughout the life of the 
believer. The Divine Liturgy is the prayer for the 

whole world and blesses those in danger or need. 
“We celebrate the Divine Liturgy every day. This is 
not a part of my life, it is my life,” says Kotlyar. 
 
For Christians, peace is an integral part of our mis-

sion, she says. Believers live with God and try to 

follow Christ in the way of justice and making 
peace. 
 
Resolving the challenges of sharing life with stu-
dents from all over the world at the WCC’s Ecu-
menical Institute is Kotlyar’s particular pilgrimage 
at this time. “We live, meet, laugh and cry togeth-

er. We live in a communion and this is the way to 
promote peace. We are different but we live in 
peace. And so it is a pilgrimage.” 
 
 
Divine justice 
 

When Ramy Hanna thinks about peace and justice, 

it is divine justice that comes to his mind. “Justice 
is not the punishment, it is the process of letting 
issues return to another time: to the first position, 
to their just and original place.”  
 

A worshipper at the Coptic Orthodox Church in Cai-
ro, Hanna takes justice to mean the sense of re-
turning to a right path, to be one again, regardless 
of doctrine or theological debate. “It is for us to 
know it must go back to the just way. Jesus says 
the whole world will know that these are my disci-
ples, when they have loved each other.” Hanna 

adds, “When Jesus was crucified, it was to renew 
the human nature that had been ruined.” For Han-
na, peace and justice are the two faces of one 
coin. Without justice, there is no peace and with-

out peace, justice does not exist. 
 
A pilgrimage moves from point A to point B, such 

as to Mecca or Jerusalem. However, the pilgrimage 
of justice and peace is not a pilgrimage to or for 
but of. 
 
At the Coptic Church, in Cairo, he considers his 
pilgrimage to be with and through the young peo-

ple he ministers, as they look to him for answers in 
matters that trouble them. 
 
 
Justice and peace are complementary 
 
For divinity college graduate Temjennaro Pongen, 

justice and peace both complement and complete 

Left to right: Nestor Gomez Morales from Colombia, 
Temjennaro Pongen from India, Yulia Kotlyar from 
Russia and Ramy Hanna from Egypt.  



 

 

5 
each other.  
 
“If you want peace, you work for justice. Justice and 
peace can have restorative values and can be a 

source of renewal or revival if put together,” says 
Pongen of the Christian Baptist Church of North East 
India.  
Inspired by the ideological vision of Martin Luther 
King, Jr, Pongen stressed that true peace was not 
merely the absence of tension but the presence of 
justice. 

 
Two forms of discrimination in her native Nagaland, 
northeast India - discrimination against women and 
racial discrimination by mainland Indians – drive her 
pilgrimage to educate others about peace and justice 

and see how this vision can be put into practice. “We 

will not live in harmony or peace as long as there is 
division. The mind is always troubled.” 
Paraphrasing Psalm 85:10, she concluded, “Life can 
become complete in the true sense if justice and 
peace come together. Life will flourish when justice 
and peace kiss each other.” 
 

(This article by Sandra Cox is a reproduction from the 
Website of the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey) 

WCC Commission on 

Ecumenical Education and 

Formation meeting 

at Bossey 
 
There is a “need for on-going ecumenical learning 
opportunities for all members of WCC bodies and 

staff” was one of the affirmations made by the Com-
mission on Ecumenical Education and Formation (EEF
-Commission) at its first meeting between 17 and 20 
February 2015 at the Château de Bossey. In the new 
structure of the WCC, created after the 10th Assem-
bly in Busan, the work of the Ecumenical Institute 

Bossey, together with the Programmes on Ecumeni-
cal Theological Education (ETE) and Ecumenical Con-
tinuing Formation, is accompanied by the EEF-
Commission, which is advisory to the Central Com-
mittee of the World Council of Churches and compris-

es 30 people from different member churches and in 
addition, consultants from the Roman Catholic 

Church and ecumenical partner organisations. 
 
The Commission was moderated by Prof. Dr. Rudolf  
von Sinner from Brasil and Prof. Dr. Esther Mombo 
from Kenya. Seven members of the Commission are 
Bossey alumni (see photo). One of the tasks of the 
EEF-Commission is “in collaboration with churches 

and networks and through the projects of the Ecu-
menical Education and Formation programme… to 
form ecumenical leaders, both clergy and lay, for 
service in parishes, classrooms and ecumenical cen-
tres around the world through the Ecumenical Insti-
tute of Bossey”.  

 

During the meeting at Bossey the Commissioners 

received a substantial introduction into the work of 
the Ecumenical Institute by the Director, the dean 
and the faculty and had the opportunity at a festive 
dinner to meet with the General Secretary of the 

WCC, Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, as well as the Master 
students of the Ecumenical Institute presently work-
ing on their theses. 
 
The Commission in its report appreciated “the unique 
model of the formation that happens at Bossey”. It 
proposed that Bossey “become an ecumenical labor-

atory characterized by continuous research and pro-
duction of ecumenical educational materials leading 
from the front in the standardization of ecumenical 
curricula for an effective ecumenical formation pro-
cess.” It also asked “to assess possibilities where the 

Ecumenical Institute at Bossey can offer long dis-

tance learning in collaboration with local universities 
and theological institutions.” This meant a strong 
affirmation of the work presently done at the Ecu-
menical Institute and of the importance of its resi-
dential study programs. At the same time there is a 
wish to develop opportunities for ecumenical learning 
for an audience that does not have the opportunity 

to attend long term courses. This will be done in col-
laboration with both the programs on ETE and Ecu-
menical Continuing Formation. 

Seven former Bossey students are members of the 
EEF-Commission; on the photo together with Fr. Ioan 
Sauca, director of Bossey who also is a former Bossey 
student (1984-85 batch). 

 
From left to right: Mr. Ramy Farouk (Coptic Orthodox, 
Egypt,  2014-15 batch), Fr. Dr. Ioan Sauca, Rev. Dr. 
Robert Welsh (Disciples of Christ, USA, 1969-70 
batch), Rev. Dr. Ekram Hennawie (Presbyterian, 
Egypt, 1982-83 batch), Rev. Dr. Theodoros Meimaris 
(Orthodox, Ecumenical Patriarchate, 2004-05 batch), 

Rev.  John Gatu (Presbyterian, Kenya, 2011-12 
batch), Rev. Dr. Ge Wen (China Christian Council, 
2005-06 batch), Bishop Emmanuel Gbogboade 
(Church of the Lord Aladura, Nigeria, 1998-09 batch) 

Photo : Dagmar Heller 
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Upcoming events/seminars 
The Ecumenical Institute at Bossey will once again host courses and seminars in 2015: 

 

Building an Interfaith Community from 27 July to 14 August 2015 holds a special place in the 
Bossey calendar. The course if for about 30 young Jewish, Muslims and Christians and is jointly organ-
ised by Prof. Fr Lawrence Iwuamadi of the Ecumenical Institute with Dr. Clare Amos of the WCC team 
on inter-religious dialogue and cooperation. The course this year will address social justice issues re-
lated to the teachings on wealth and poverty in Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  

 
Pan African Women’s Ecumenical Network on 2-5 July 2015. The goal of this seminar is the for-
mation of a global network of women of African descent, nurturing their participation in the ecumenical 
movement and fostering their contribution to the pilgrimage of justice and peace. The voices of wom-

en of African descent and their contributions are vital resources for the pilgrimage of justice and 
peace. The seminar is a joint project of the Rev. Dr Fulata Mbano-Moyo, WCC women’s desk, Prof. Dr 
Amele Ekue, ETE, Prof. Dr Isabel Phiri, Associate General Secretary, WCC for Public Witness and Dia-
konia, and Rev. Dr Angelique Walker Smith, Church Federation of Greater Indianapolis. 

 
Mission from the Margins: Theology and Indigenous Spirituality on 13-17 July 2015. This 
seminar will explore how indigenous spiritualties and cosmologies can offer an alternative framework 
for theologies of mission from the margins- a framework which is not anthropocentric and androcen-

tric, but more cosmic centred and rooted in the inter-relatedness of all humans and creation. The rela-
tionship between indigenous spiritualties will be approached as a pressing issue in north-south dia-
logue within the Church and Christian NGOs. This seminar is jointly coordinated by Prof. Dr Marina 
Ngursangzeli Behera of the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, Prof. Dr Odair Mateus Pedroso, Acting Direc-

tor of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order and teaching ecumenical theology at the Ecumenical 
Institute, Bossey, Rev. Dr Jooseop Keum, Director of the Commission on World Mission and Evange-
lism, and Prof. Dr Frans Dokman, Director of the Centre for World Christianity and Interreligious Stud-
ies, Radboud University, The Netherlands. 
 

Multicultural Ministry and Mission on 9-13 November 2015. Multi-cultural ministries reflect di-
rectly the changing ecclesial and global landscapes because of migration and increased levels of diver-
sity. They are confronted by tremendous personal, cultural, economic, and religious challenges. 
Among them, the issue of racism together with other forms of discrimination and marginalization are 

crucial tasks for Christians, the churches and the ecumenical movement. Involving persons represent-
ing multi-cultural ministries, this seminar helps to further explore a key area concerning the mission 
statement Together Towards Life and the “Mission from the Margins”. The seminar is an intense week 
involving classroom teaching, contextual exposure/learning, and reflection. The module that is offered 

can be used both for ordination training for ordination or as a post ordination training. By the end of it, 
students will be equipped with a better understanding, practical tools, and key competencies for minis-
try and mission in 21st century multicultural contexts. 
 

This seminar is jointly organised by Rev. Dr. Dr Jooseop Keum, Director of the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism,  Rev. Dr Katalina Tahaafe Williams and  Rev. Dr Raafat Girgis from the Ecu-
menical Network on Multi-Cultural Ministries (ENFORMM). Other short term courses of the project on 
ecumenical continuing formation will take place in different regions. This applies to seminars on: 

 
Indigenous Ecological Spiritualties and Christian Faith, at the Duta Wacana Christian University 
in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, on 17-21 August 2015. 
 
Women’s pilgrimage of justice and peace – a landmark UN resolution, in Geneva/Switzerland 

on 16-22 August 2015.   
 
Mission in Changing Ecclesial and Global Landscapes in Bangkok, Thailand, on 25– 30 Septem-
ber 2015. 

 
Ecumenism and Spirituality lived and practiced by young people, Bali, Indonesia, on 15-19 
September 2015. 
 

More information on the seminars, seminar fees, applications forms etc. are available at http://
institute.oikoumene.org/en/study-at-bossey/continuing-formation. For further inquiries and questions 
please do not hesitate contact Dr Maria van Heemstra, mvh@wcc-coe.org.  

http://institute.oikoumene.org/en/study-at-bossey/continuing-formation
http://institute.oikoumene.org/en/study-at-bossey/continuing-formation
mailto:mvh@wcc-coe.org
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The Ecumenical Movement and Cold War Politics  
 

Master of Ecumenical Studies alumnus Antti Laine from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland 

had the public defence of his doctoral dissertation, “Ecumenical Attack against Racism - The Anti-

Racist Programme of the World Council of Churches, 1968–1974” in January 2015 in Helsinki. 

 

The dissertation is a part of a larger research project, “The Ecumenical Movement and Cold War Pol-

itics” funded by the Academy of Finland. Antti was granted a full-time researcher position within the 

Finnish Graduate School of Theology, enabling him to concentrate on his research and visit the ar-

chives and library of the WCC in Geneva a number of times as well as participate in several confer-

ences and symposia. His supervisor, and custos in the defence, was Professor Aila Lauha from the 

Faculty of Theology of Helsinki University.  

 

He acknowledges professors Ioan Sauca, Odair Pedroso Mateus and Theo Witvliet for sharing their 

expertise and for inspiring him during his time at Bossey in the academic year 2004-2005. Antti fur-

ther shares that “The year at Bossey provided an important impetus for my study”. Warm congratu-

lations! 

Very happy D.Th.-to-be Antti Laine with Dr Katharina 
Kunter (on the left) and Dr Aila Lauha during the festive 
dinner party after the public defence 

Photo by Timo Rajamäki  

Available for purchase from 

www.tiedekirja.fi ISBN 978-951-9047-

79-8 ISSB 1236-9675  

https://mail.ecucenter.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=up97cHF7Nk6WOyc60rqFZkKJmQXmb9IILttg-zganGRC5oFtvDWdvo4Z-5R0mxmOArn65njzqas.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tiedekirja.fi
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Visit of a group of students from the Irish School of Ecumenics with Prof. Dr Andrew Pierce  

Photo: Luc Hegetschweiler 

Former students of Bossey now serving as Ecumenical officers of their respec-
tive church together with the Dean of Bossey, during the WCC meeting for Ecu-
menical Officers in April/May 2015. Left to right: Rev. Chaisuk Waranat, Church 
of Christ in Thailand, Rev. Bruce Myers, Anglican Church of Canada, Rev. Dr 
Dagmar Heller, Academic Dean of Bossey, Rev. Prince Devanandan, Methodist 
Church of New Zealand, Rev. Sumardijana, East Java Christian Council 
(GKJW). Not in the photograph are Rev. Margaret Rose, Episcopal Church, Rev 
Mikhail Gundjaev, Russian Orthodox Church 

Photo: Luc Hegetschweiler 
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Visit of a delegation of the Christian Council of Sweden in January 2015  

Photo: Luc Hegetschweiler 

Discussing the plan of an 
Ecumenical Institute for the 
Middle East in Lebanon with 
Elsy Wakil, Fr. Gaby Hachem 
and Zahi Azar 

Photo: Dagmar Heller 



 

 

 

Support the work of the Ecumenical Institute ! 
 

Online giving 
http://donate.oikoumene.org/en/donateto/ecumenical-

institute-of-bossey 
 

Bank transfer  
Banque Cantonale Vaudoise (BCV) 

Case postale 300, CH-1001 Lausanne, Switzerland 
Account holder: The Ecumenical Institute of Bossey 

IBAN: CH81 0076 7000 U067 5255 7 

Swift code: BCVLCH2LXXX 
 

Postal account (in Switzerland only) 
Account holder: The Ecumenical Institute of Bossey 

CCP: 12-17719-8 
 

Thank You for Your Gifts ! 

The Ecumenical Institute at 

Château de Bossey was 

founded in 1946. It is at-

tached to the Autonomous 

Faculty of Protestant Theolo-

gy of the University of Gene-

va and part of the World 

Council of Churches (WCC) 

representing some 560 mil-

lion Christians on all conti-

nents of the globe. 

Since 1946, thousands of 

women and men from nu-

merous countries and most    

Christian confessions and 

cultures have come to Bos-

sey for seminars, confer-

ences and academic study 

programmes. Many have tes-

tified to life-changing experi-

ences in this “ecumenical la-

boratory”. 

More information about the 

academic programme or how 

the contemporary hospitality 

facilities in splendid historical 

surroundings overlooking the 

French Alps may be of use to 

you can be found on our 

website. 

 

Ecumenical Institute 
Château de Bossey 

P.O.Box 1000 

1299  Crans-près–Céligny 

Switzerland 

 

Tel:  +41 22 960 7300 

Fax: +41 22 960 7367 

bossey@wcc-coe.org 

www.bossey.ch 
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If you wish to receive Beyond Boundaries or change your address, 

please send us an email at bossey@wcc-coe.org. 


